
History

Lesson-3-RularlifeandSociety

A.Answerthequestionsgivenbychoosingthemostappropriatealternativefrom thosegiven

below.

1.c.Permanentsettlement

2.b.1820

3.c.Indigo

4.d.Five

5.d.50percent

B.Matchthefollowing.

1- c.FirstpeasantrevolvewhyIndianfarmers.

2- d.AnnexationofPunjabbytheBritish.

3- a.LargepiecesoflandownedbyEuropeans.

4- e.Cropswhichcaneasilybesoldinthemarket.

5- b.Ownersofthelandwhocollectedtaxes.

C.Answerthequestionsinabout50-70words.

1.Theijaradarswerethehighestbidderswhohadtherighttocollectrevenueonbehalfofthe

Britishforaperiodoffiveyears.Thebidderswherecalledcontractors.

2.Thefirstlandrevenuesettlementwasthepermanentsettlementwhichwasintroducedin

Bihar,BengalandOrissain1793.In1820,theRyotwarisettlementwasintroducedintheMadras

presidency,andlaterextendedtotheBombaypresidencyaswell.Thethirdexploitativeland

revenuepolicywastheMahalwarisettlementwhichwasintroducedinwesternuttarPradesh,

partsofMadhyaPradeshandPunjab.



3.Commercialcropsthatcanbeeasilyboughtandsoldonthemarketarecalledcashcrops.

IndigoandteawheretwocashcropsgrowninBritishplantationsinIndia.

4.UndertheMahalwarisettlement,thelandrevenuesettlementwasmadefortheentireestate

ormahal.Thetalukdarortheheadofthevillagehadtocollecttherevenuefrom thevillagesand

handitovertothecompany.Therateofrevenuewasroughlyhalfofthetotalagricultural

produce,whichwassubjecttoaperiodicrevision.Thissystem wasintroducedbytheBritishin

westernUttarPradesh,partsofMadhyaPradeshandPunjab.

5.TheplantershadtoshutdowntheirworkshopsandtheBritishbannedforcibleindigo

cultivation.Therevoltprovedthatwhenthepeasantsweretortured,theywouldeventually

resisttyranny.ItalsogeneratedawarenessamongtheIndianagrarianclassesabouttheirrights

.Finally,themalevolentnatureoftheBritishrulewasexposedtotheoutsideworld,whenthe

newsspreadoftheBritishcolonialpower'smercilesshandlingofpeasants.

D.Answerthequestionsinabout80-100words.

1.Onefeaturewasthatzamindarsobtainedhereditaryrightsoverland,whereasfarmerswere

merelytenants.TheZamindarsbecameloyaliststothecompany,andwouldextractexorbitant

ratesfrom thecultivators.Ontheotherhand,neithertheBritishnorthelandlordstookany

interestinimprovingagriculturalmethods.Theotherfeaturethathadadevastatingimpacton

PeasantswasthattheZamindarshadtopayafixedamountoflandrevenueevenifthecrop

failed,elsetheirlandwasauctionedoff.Thismeantthepeasantswereforcedtoborrowmoney

andmortgagetheirlandtopayrentwhencropsfailed.

2.IntheRyotwarisettlement,thepeasantsorryotswereconsideredownersofthelandand

revenuewascollecteddirectlyfrom them .However,intheMahalwarisettlement,thetalukdar

orheadofthevillagehadtocollecttherevenuefrom thevillageswhichwerecollectively

consideredtobetheestateormahal.Therateofrevenueforbothforwasroughlyhalfofthe

totalagriculturalproduce,butintheRyotwarisystem,theratewassettledforaperiodof30

yearsafterwhichitcouldberevised,whereasintheMahalwarisystem ,therateofrevenuewas

periodicallyrevised.



3.PermanentsettlementbenefittedtheBritishastheywereassuredofregularincomeeven

whencropsfailed,andtheirincomeincreasedoverall.Thenewlandlordsbecameloyalistsand

wereusedforconsolidatingpoliticalauthority.Indianfarmerssufferedatthehandsof

zamindars,whochargedexorbitantrates.Sincethepeasantshadtopayevenwhenthecrops

failed,theywereforcedtoborrowfrom moneylendersathighinterest.Incaseofnon-

repayment,theirlandwasmortgagedandoftenlost.Theywereforcedtocultivatecashcrops

inordertogainmaximum revenue,insteadofriceorwheat.Thiscausedafamine-likesituation.

4.TheBritishrequiredaregularsupplyofindigoforitstextilefactories.Theindigoplantersgave

loanstothecultivatorsforcultivatingcrops,whichtheyhadtoselltovariousfactoriesatlow

prices.Later,theplantersinformedthepeasantsthatloanscouldberepaidonlybysupplying

indigotothem atfixedrates,notbyanyothermeans.Violationofthis,evokedlarge-scale

oppressivemeasuressuchasholdingthecultivatorandhisfamilyasprisoners,burninghis

house,etc.Thisinhumanoppressionofindigocultivatorsforcedthem torevoltinBiharand

Bengalagainsttheindigoplanters,zamindarsandmoneylenders.

5.TheBritishlandrevenuepoliciesweredetrimentaltoIndiansandcausedwidespread

suffering.Cultivatorssufferedoppressionfrom landlords,villageheadmenorconstractors.

Oftentheyendeduptakingloansormortgagingtheirlandtomercilessmoneylenders,losing

theirlandandsometimeshavingtoworkasbondedlabourers(Begari)ortomigratetocities.

Theagrariansocialframeworkwasdamagedandtheself-sufficiencyofvillageswasdestroyed.

Withtheincreaseincashcrops,whenevertherewasdrought,therewouldbeafamine-like

situation,LandproductivityfellandmethodsofagriculturestagnatedastheBritishdidnot

provideirrigationfacilitiesseeds,ploughsorfertilizers,nordidtheytrytoeducatethefarmers.


